
Organized  Interests  355 

more than four members from the same party. Four of the commissioners are appointed 
by the governor, two by the lieutenant governor, and two by the Speaker of the  
Texas House.

The Texas Constitution also gives the TEC the authority to recommend—subject 
to approval by the voters—the salary and per diem payments of members of the 
legislature, the lieutenant governor, and the Speaker of the Texas House. The legislature 
has given the commission legal responsibility for administering laws related to political 
contributions to candidates and the election of the Speaker of the House, as well as 
regulation of lobbyists, oversight of the personal financial disclosure reports required 
of state officials, and other matters related to integrity in state government. The 
commission meets roughly every two months and has an executive director selected by 
the commissioners to manage the commission’s staff and daily work.

TEC rules prohibit officeholders from accepting certain gifts and track what 
government officials receive. Elected officials and other state employees are barred 
from soliciting or accepting any gift, employment, business opportunity, or other favor 
that might influence their official duties. Officials may accept non-cash items of less 
than $50 in value from a lobbyist. However, if a lobbyist provides officials with food, 
beverages, entertainment, lodging, transportation, etc., the lobbyist must be present 
at the event. Officeholders are not allowed to accept honoraria or other compensation 
for speaking if the invitation is related to their status as an officeholder. While travel 
expenses to a speech can be accepted, the officeholder may not accept any pleasure 
travel from a group.

  TABLE 11.2    Top Ten Texas Lobbyists, 2015 Legislative Session

Name Maximum Value of Contracts Number of Contracts Political Background

Andrea McWilliams $3,470,000 38 Ex-legislative aide

Stan Schlueter $3,050,000 24 Ex-legislator

Michael Toomey $2,760,000 29 Ex-legislator; ex-governor’s aide

Dean R. McWilliams $2,685,000 31 Ex-Senate aide

Mark Vane $2,660,000 48 Ex-legislative aide

Royce Pabst Poinsett $2,519,999 53 Ex-governor’s aide

William G. Phenix $2,425,000 31 Ex-governor’s aide, ex-legislative aide

Robert D. Miller $2,135,000 32 Ex-legislative aide

Brian G. Yarbrough $2,100,000 23 None

Christopher S. Shields $2,075,000 25 Ex-governor’s aide

Source: Preliminary Results, Andrew Wheat, Texans for Public Justice, October 28, 2018


